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On 13 October 2020, the 

Council adopted 

conclusions encouraging Member 

States to make use of digital tools 

throughout judicial proceedings. The 

Council called on the Commission to 

develop a comprehensive EU 

strategy on the digitalisation of 

justice by the end of 2020.

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/10/13/digital-justice-council-adopts-conclusions-on-digitalisation-to-improve-access-to-justice/


December 2020: Adoption of a package modernizing 
EU justice systems 

Why?

Two reasons: 

1. Move Member States towards the digital era. 

2. Improve EU cross-border judicial cooperation 

between competent authorities.



What did the package 
entail?

▪ Two main pillars: 

1. Communication of the 

digitalization of justice in 

the EU 

2. Strategy on European 

judicial training. 



The influence of 
COVID-19 on the 

package. 

‘The COVID-19 pandemic has brought to

the fore the need for speeding up the

digitalisation of justice. It has become

evident that businesses and citizens must

have access to justice also online, from their

laptop at home.’



Pillar 1: Communication 
on the digitalization of 
justice in the EU 

Provides a toolbox to promote the use of digital 

tools by Member States, in line with the principles 

of proportionality and subsidiarity.



Tool 1: Making 
digital the default 

option in cross-
border judicial 
cooperation

To date, many judicial

proceedings, including those that

transcend borders, still take place

with paper and by post. The

European Commission will work on

a legislative proposal to digitalise

cross-border judicial cooperation

procedures in civil, commercial and

criminal matters. Adoption is

planned for the end of 2021.



Tool 2: Fighting 
cross-border 

crime:

.

The Case Management

System of Eurojust, which

allows the Agency to cross-

check different cases to

coordinate the EU fight

against serious cross-border

crime including terrorism,

needs to be updated.

https://www.eurojust.europa.eu/judicial-cooperation/tasks-and-tools-eurojust/transmission-information


Effect of 

amendments to 

Europol mandate

The amendments to the Europol mandate will

introduce a hit/no-hit link between EPPO and

Europol. Thanks to these “hit/no hit

connections” between their case management

systems, Eurojust, Europol and EPPO will be

aware of ongoing investigations and

prosecutions.



Tool 2 

continued: 

fighting cross-

border crime 

In 2021, the Commission will also

present legislative initiatives on digital

information exchange on cross-

border terrorism cases and on the

establishment of a Joint

Investigation Teams Collaboration

Platform.



Tool 3: 

Better 

access to 

information

Electronic databases are easy to

consult, they minimise costs for

users and are resilient to crises.

Therefore, Member States should

strive to digitalise their registers

and work towards their

interconnections.



Tool 4: IT tools 
for cross-
border 

cooperation

e-CODEX (e-Justice 

Communication via Online Data 

Exchange) is the main tool for 

secure cooperation in civil, 

commercial and criminal law 

proceedings across borders. To 

date, only some Member States 

use e-CODEX.

https://www.e-codex.eu/


e-CODEX

e-codex.eu 



Tool 4 continued...

Another digital tool is eEDES (e-

evidence digital exchange system),

which some Member States use to

swiftly and securely exchange

European Investigation Orders, mutual

legal assistance requests and

associated evidence in digital format

instead of by post.



Pillar 2: 
European 

judicial training 

The 2020 Annual Report on the European

Judicial Training shows that in 2019 more

than 180,000 justice professionals –

12.9% of all EU justice professionals –

were trained in EU law or in the law of

another Member State. All in all, since the

adoption of the first Judicial Training

Strategy in 2011, 1.2 million justice

professionals were trained in EU law.



What does the 
second edition of 
the EU Strategy 

on Judicial 
Training do?

It broadens the scope of the EU training

offer to justice professionals to new policy

areas, such as digitalisation and artificial

intelligence, equipping them with the

knowledge and skills needed to face the

challenges of the 21st century.



Continued...

It also sets out ambitious goals: by 2024,

65% of judges and prosecutors and 15%

of lawyers shall be trained yearly on EU

law. The strategy also supports justice

professionals in the Western Balkans and

in other EU partner countries, in Africa and

Latin America.



Continued...

In addition, justice professionals will be able to look 

for training courses on EU law via the European 

Training Platform, launched on the same day, for a 

first test phase and planned to be fully operational in 

the course of 2021.

https://e-justice.europa.eu/content_european_training_platform-37158-en.do


What are the next steps for the toolbox?

The toolbox set out in the

Communication of digitalisation 

justice will be further discussed 

with the public administrations, 

judiciary, legal professional 

organisations and other 

stakeholders to ensure prompt 

and tangible follow-up.


